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I	didn’t	make	the	Olympics	because..
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Crunching	numbers	isn’t	yet	an	Olympic	sport!



Quick	Updates

• New	platform	for	calls:	Zoom
• All	future	meeting	invites	will	have	details	about	how	to	register	and	join	on	
that	new	platform.	

• In-person	meeting	slides	available	online:	
http://edunomicslab.org/financial-transparency-working-group/
• Future	meeting	dates:	3/14,	3/29,	4/17
• Upcoming	topics:	Data	capture,	data	analyses,	and	more
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State	Questions

• Can	a	State	share	its	draft	materials	with	Edunomics to	get	feedback	
before	we	release?	

Of	course!		Please	feel	free	to	send	anything	along.
So	far,	we’ve	reviewed	
• draft	communications	
• draft	state	data	collection	plans
• Instructions	for	districts	on	assigning	costs
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State	Questions

How	are	states	handling	charters?	Difference	between	direct	(i.e.	state)	
vs.	locally	(i.e.	district)	funded	&	authorized?	(California)	

• If	the	charter	is	an	LEA	=>	Treat	it	as	a	school	and	an	LEA,	just	like	
other	districts.

Otherwise,	the	law	allows	some	leeway.
• If	the	charter	is	a	school	within	the	district	LEA,	then	the	charter	can	
be	listed	alongside	other	schools	within	the	district.	District	may	need	
to	decide	how	to	allocate	central	district	costs.
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State	Questions

How	are	states	approaching	media	coverage?	Are	states	proactively	
reaching	out	to	news	outlets	to	communicate	the	change?	(Illinois)
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Other	questions?



State	questions
How	is	your	state	planning	to	capture	school	level	financial data?

A. Automated	data	transfer	(or	statewide	financial	system)	(All	LEAs	use	same	
state	or	vendor	hosted	system	&	SEA	has	direct	access	to	LEA	data)	

B. SEA	financial	system	loaded	by	manual	or	automated	file	submissions	(LEA	
data	uploaded	to	SEA	system	at	various	points	in	the	year)

C. Manual	file	submission	(LEA	sends	files	to	SEA	– such	as	CSV,	txt,	or	excel	
files)

D. Other	(vendor,	online	form,	google	sheets	type	submission,	etc.).
E. Other	(specify).
F. Hybrid	(explain).
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State	Example:	Tennessee	Pilot	Excel	Format
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State	Example:	Tennessee	Pilot	Excel	Format	put	into	IFR

Curious	if	the	data	you	get	from	the	LEA	is	right?	Check	your	district	average	against	F-33

F-33	for	FY15:	$8,553;	Weighted	average	for	FY17:	$7,477
Some	money	is	likely	missing



Will	your	state’s	(planned)	FT	data	align	to	the	IFR?

A. Yes,	and	will	include	more	than	minimum	listed	in	the	IFR
B. Yes,	our	numbers	align	with	IFR	minimum
C. No,	our	data	will	not	be	compatible	with	IFR
D. Not	sure	yet
E. What’s	the	IFR???
F. I	need	to	set	up	a	call	with	Edunomics to	figure	this	out.
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FiTWiG Supporters

Next	virtual	meeting:
March	14,	2018,	1-2pm	ET

Need	some	one-on-one,	state	specific	assistance?	Set	up	a	call	with	us!	Email	Katie	to	
schedule	katie.hagan@georgetown.edu

Want	us	to	review	your	materials?	Send	them	along!	katie.hagan@georgetown.edu


