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Office Hours
May 3, 2018



Agenda

1. Office	hours:	State	questions
2. Financial	Transparency	work	ahead:	2018-19	timeline
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Instructions/Rules	for	LEAs	on	meeting	FT	
requirement

• IL
•VA
•NM
•MT
•WY

•NE
•MO
• IN
•RI
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States	(that	we	know	of)	that	have	released	instructions	of	
that	have	sent	them	to	us	for	review.

Have	others	of	you	released	any	
instruction	document	for	LEAs?

If	you	would	like	help	with	drafting	
one,	please	let	us	know.	



Common	areas	of	feedback…
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How	could/would	you	modify	this	part	of	a	state’s	
instructions	to	LEAs?
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Requirements	about	coding	to	school	vs	central

What	if	a	district	can	
track	maintenance	staff	
to	individual	schools?	

Think	about	whether	it	makes	sense	to	require	that	a	cost	be	designated	
as	a	central	costs.	How	will	this	play	out	for	single	school	districts	or	
charters?		When	in	doubt,	there	is	no	need	to	designate	at	all.
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How	can	we	compare	spending	if	districts	put	
different	expenses	in	central	bucket?



Sample	language	on	school	vs.	LEA	level	
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Checking	in	on	exclusions

• Athletics?
• Pensions?

• Might	start	by	
consulting	IFR.		If	
you	find	a	
contradiction,	let’s	
chat	and	we	can	
help	troubleshoot.
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Often	the	tendency	is	to	over	exclude



“Office	Hours”:	state	questions

1. How	are	SEAs	planning	to	code	pre-k	expenses	that	occur	in	
elementary	schools?	

2. Can	a	state	just	divide	all	district	expenditures	by	ADM	and	report	
same	total	per-pupil	spending	amount	by	school?

3. Anyone	breaking	out	special	education	in	their	reporting?	If	os,	
how?
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Other	questions?	Don’t	all	raise	your	hands	at	once	J
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You’ve	worked	out	most	of	the	data	quirks…	
now	what	for	2018-19?	
• Training		– conferences,	regional	meetings,	recorded	webinars
• Communicate	– state	board	of	education,	legislators,	local	school	boards,	
superintendents,	associations	representing	other	stakeholders	(principals,	
teachers)	
• Materials	– develop	resources	that	those	you	communicate	with	can	use	to	
continue	that	communication	effort	
• Reports	and	data	usage	– pivot	collaborative	efforts	(task	forces,	working	
groups)	to	focus	on	data	displays	and	role	of	SEA	in	designing	them
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Future	meeting	topic:	more	exhaustive	and	detailed	list	with	some	timelines	– send	any	suggestions	if	you	have	them	
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FiTWiG Supporters

Next	virtual	meeting:
May	15,	1-2pm	ET
Topic:	TBD,	maybe	2018-19	planning	&	timeline

Are	you	all	planning	to	be	at	the	STATS-DC	conference	in	July	(25-27)?	

Need	some	one-on-one,	state	specific	assistance?	Set	up	a	call	with	us!	Email	Katie	to	
schedule	(katie.hagan@georgetown.edu).	


