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Agenda

• ESSA anniversary

• State questions

• ED monitoring

• CRDC data elimination 



Happy anniversary ESSA!

What are your 
districts saying?

21 states released 
PPE data! 

More mentions by 
chiefs!

Senate staffers 
hint they will start 
hearings on status 

of data.

Fun fact: ESSA is up 
for 

reauthorization…



Chat:

Do you think SEAs should work to engage district leaders in 
using these data?

A. Absolutely! We’re doing it now.

B. I suppose. But we can’t be the only ones pushing districts. Plus 
they don’t listen to us.

C. Maybe in an ideal world, but we have no resources for that so it 
probably won’t happen in my SEA. 

D. That’s not the responsibility of the SEA. The law doesn’t 
prescribe that.

E. Other: ______



State questions
Missouri: Are any states separating special education expenditures on the report 
card? 

Illinois: How are states handling federal reimbursements?

Delaware: How do states handle rent for charter schools in their per pupil 
expenditure calculation? Included? Excluded? 

• Edunomics: The F-33 DOES include rent in Part II: “Current Operation Expenditure” so 
we suggest including it.

Edunomics: Any states letting districts choose which expenditures to exclude from 
the total PPE? 

• Edunomics: If a more blanket inclusion/exclusion is allowed (without clear 
rationale/documentation) we worry PPE totals won’t be comparable across districts.



Interstate Financial Reporting Criteria

Aims to capture all relevant public 
funds (minus exclusions)

The IFR allows separating:
• site level costs
• site’s share of central costs
• but does not prescribe how to 

separate the two

Grand total PPE allows for cross state 
comparisons – provided consistent 
rationale for inclusions/exclusions across 
districts. 
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The law requires 
reporting actual
PPEs.  

Edunomics: SEAs 
can array like 
schools /  districts 
for comparisons. 

New York: What about small districts / schools with high costs?



USED plans to monitor report cards

Re PPEs…
• What date are PPE data are posted? 

• Which FY? (Is it most recent?)

ED suggests providing: 
• Business rules and/or methodology 

• Links or documents noting where PPE is 
located on the report card



Lots of talk of late on quality of data visualizations. 

Do you think it’s appropriate for SEAs to display:

A. Spending vs poverty across schools in an LEA? (Y/N?)

B. Spending vs. outcomes across schools in an LEA (Y/N?)

You tell us! 
CHAT



Talk to your liaison about PPE transparency!
USED asked chiefs to: 
- Identify a liaison to the national center
- Submit their priorities for TA

TA can include: 
- Trainings with district leaders and principals
- Analysis and data validation 
- Communicating school spending data 
- Help with visualizations

What assistance do you need?



CRDC drama: Edunomics Lab supports eliminating the CRDC 
school finance questions

Isn’t bad 
data better 

than 
nothing?

What about 
measures 

only captured 
in CRDC

But don’t we 
need 

spending 
data on 
schools?

YES! ESSA 
and SLFS now 

provide 
better 

options

The data 
were 

distorted, 
not valid or 

reliable

No.

Gasp!



Open Time for SEA Questions





Resources
1. Interstate Financial Reporting: https://edunomicslab.org/2018/03/28/interstate-financial-reporting/

2. Accessing, Validating and Communicating about your Data: 
https://statesupportnetwork.ed.gov/system/files/financial_transparency_community_of_practice_cop_
key_slides.pdf

3. A Check List Guide to Data-Visualization: 
http://www.bscpcenter.org/ftresources/resources/BSCP_Visualization_Checklist_Document.pdf

4. Data Hub: https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/financial-transparency/#schoolSpending

5. Resource Allocation Reviews: https://edunomicslab.org/2019/09/25/appendix-a-sample-data-report/

https://edunomicslab.org/2018/03/28/interstate-financial-reporting/
https://statesupportnetwork.ed.gov/system/files/financial_transparency_community_of_practice_cop_key_slides.pdf
http://www.bscpcenter.org/ftresources/resources/BSCP_Visualization_Checklist_Document.pdf
https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/financial-transparency/#schoolSpending
https://edunomicslab.org/2019/09/25/appendix-a-sample-data-report/


January FiTWiG Meeting!

Got questions?  We’re here!
Thursday, January 16, 2020 

1:00 pm ET
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