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Why folks may need help interpreting numbers…



Agenda

1.Publishing the data

2.Data validation 

3.State questions 



Will you have your FY19 data published by July 1, 2020?
A. FY19 is 
Published

B. Finish line is 
near (Winter)

C. On track for 
spring

D. May miss 
the deadline

Alaska 
Delaware
Illinois
Massachusetts
Missouri
Oklahoma

Indiana
Idaho
Georgia
Kentucky
Mississippi
Nebraska
New Hampshire
North Dakota
Utah
West Virginia

Colorado
Connecticut
Florida
Hawaii
Iowa
Maryland
Montana
New Jersey
Nevada
New York
Ohio
Oregon 
Tennessee
Texas
Vermont 
Virginia
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

South Dakota

Don’t see your 
state? You tell 

us! 



State questions

CA: Given capacity constraints, how are states verifying financial data beyond 
just looking for outliers? 

• Edunomics Lab: 50% of the states we’ve connected with cited data calculation and 
validation as a challenge. Most noted difficulties with manpower, timelines, and 
infrastructure. 

Chat: 

A. Have you asked your RCC for support?  Y/N

B. Have you communicated with your “national center liaison” about your 
needs? Y/N

C. Do you want a Harvard finance data fellow? Y/N



Using a VENDOR?
Are you using a vendor for your data and/or reporting needs? If yes, who, 
and what are they contracted to do: 

A. Data accounting 

B. Data aggregation 

C. Data validation and assembly 

D. Data analysis

E. Visual displays on the report card 

F. None of the above –it’s all done in house 

Should we do a webinar for vendors? 

Vendors

• BrightBytes
• SAS 
• eMetrics
• Tembo
• Peoplesoft
• Others?



State questions
Michigan: 

What are states doing about outlier schools? (And what’s an outlier) 

Are other states working with those schools/LEAs to help them prepare 
for the questions they may receive once the data are public? 

• WA: Embarking on a statewide tour 
• IN: Embargoed results given early to LEAs 
• MT: LEAs distrust the data, this could be an issue

Thoughts? 



Communicating about financial transparency: 
Wisconsin Policy Forum

https://wispolicyforum.org/focus/every-student-succeeds-act-a-new-window-on-school-spending/

Excellent example of how to talk about school 
spending. Brief covers: 

• PPE calculation 
• Context and variations in data 
• Link between spending and outcomes

Promoted by policy groups and stakeholders 

Note: Brief uses budget data NOT expenditure data 

https://wispolicyforum.org/focus/every-student-succeeds-act-a-new-window-on-school-spending/


State questions

Alaska and Massachusetts: How are other states promoting district 
conversations linking school financials with outcomes? 

Edunomics Lab: Array spending with outcomes!
• 2 states array spending and outcomes: AR and IL
• 1 state provides an efficiency star rating: GA
• 3 states provide a file with spending and outcomes data: MA, 

ME, TX
• 3 states have plans to create an internal site that array spending 

and outcomes (need login): CT, DC, IN

Others? Chat us!



State questions
Alaska: 

In Alaska funds that are transferred from one district to another are excluded. 
How do other states approach the transfer of dollars between districts?

Edunomics lab: We suggest counting the $ where students are counted

Impact aid and Medicaid are counted as state and local expenses, not federal. 
Should e-rate also be counted as a state/local expense? 

Open time – other questions?



School by School Spending Checklist

Student demographics alongside PPE

Enables comparisons among schools  within a district

Enables comparison among similar schools across districts

Arrays spending with student outcomes by school

Link to methodology

Downloadable data for entire state

User can submit questions/feedback to agency

School or district narrative



We have scholarships available for SEA staff!!



Resources
1. Accessing, Validating and Communicating about your Data: 

https://statesupportnetwork.ed.gov/system/files/financial_transparency_community_of_practice_cop_
key_slides.pdf

2. Advancing System Productivity Series: https://edunomicslab.org/2016/02/22/1596-2/

3. Wisconsin Policy Forum: https://wispolicyforum.org/focus/every-student-succeeds-act-a-new-window-
on-school-spending/

4. Data Hub: https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/financial-transparency/#schoolSpending

5. Resource Allocation Reviews: https://edunomicslab.org/2019/09/25/appendix-a-sample-data-report/

https://statesupportnetwork.ed.gov/system/files/financial_transparency_community_of_practice_cop_key_slides.pdf
https://edunomicslab.org/2016/02/22/1596-2/
https://wispolicyforum.org/focus/every-student-succeeds-act-a-new-window-on-school-spending/
https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/financial-transparency/#schoolSpending
https://edunomicslab.org/2019/09/25/appendix-a-sample-data-report/


Next FiTWiG Meeting!

Got questions?  We’re here!
March 2020 

1:00 pm ET
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