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Nearing the finish line: Taking stock of where we are! 
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Agenda: It’s SHOWTIME! Let’s take stock…

1. Were states able to meet the requirement?
2. Are states using the IFR for common reporting? 

(And how’s that going?)
3. Can the data be used to compare spending across 

schools in a district? 
4. Are the data reported in a way that can be used for 

school improvement?

©2020 Edunomics Lab, Georgetown University 



WA

OR

CA

MT

ID

NV

AZ

UT

WY

CO

NM

TX

OK

KS

NE

SD

ND

MN

IA

MO

AR

LA

GA
AL

MS

FL

SC
TN

NC

IL

WI
MI

OH
IN

KY

WV VA

PA

NY

ME

VT NH

NJ
DE

MD

Washington D.C.

MA

CT

RI

AK

HI

1. Were states able to meet the requirement? 

Want to see states’ PPE data? Visit the DataHub! 
https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/data-hub/

Published FY 19 ESSA 
PPE data (38)
Not yet published 

Deadline to 
publish: 

June 30, 2020

Generally, YES!

https://edunomicslab.org/our-research/data-hub/


2. Did states use the IFR for common reporting? 
(And how’s that going?)

15 did not

AR, DE, IN, KS, 
KY, MD, NC, ND, 
NH,NM, NV, OK, 

SC, VT, WA 

22 did!

AK, AL, DC*, FL, GA*,
HI, ID*, IL*, ME,

MI*, MN, MO, MS, 
MT*, NE*, NJ, 

NY*, OH, UT,* VA*, 
WY*, WV* 

More often than not, SEAs did 
choose to follow IFR.

* = These states reported all elements of the IFR



Goal of IFR: Common reporting and comparability

For those using IFR, some typically 
missing minor elements
• Enrollment
• Enrollment count procedure 
• Total district exclusions 
• List of which types expenditures 

excluded

Reminder: the IFR reports 
site vs shared expenses. 



Meeting the fundamental elements of the IFR. Examples 
from states Some states added more info than IFR. 



3. Can the data be used to compare how spending varied across 
schools within a district? 

Accusation: 
States are 

“hiding data” 
if unable to 

use it to make 
comparisons

Yes, the user can compare spending for all a 
district’s schools at once (8)

Comparisons on displays are limited to only 
a few schools at a time (7)

There are no comparison abilities 
in user interface (23)

AK - 2 schools,   CO - 4 schools 
SC - 3 schools,    MT -7 schools
IN - 3 schools,    MO – 20 schools
NC - 5 schools 

AL, AR, DC, FL, GA, HI, ID, KS, KY, MD, ME, MN, 
ND, NH, NJ, NM, NY, OH, OK, UT, VT, VA, WA

DE, IL, MI, MS, NE, NV, WV, WY

Importantly, though, many SEAs did release 
downloadable data files which can be used 
for within-district analysis (26) 

Fewer SEAs made this a priority 
(and it wasn’t required by law)

AL, CO, DC, DE, FL, GA, IL, IN, KS, KY, ME, MI, 
MS, MO, MT, NE, ND, NJ, NV, OH, OK, UT, VA, 
WA, WV, WY 



4. Are the data reported in a way that can be used for 
school improvement?

We’ll explore this question in depth during our next meeting 



State questions: CHAT your thoughts
New York: Is there a dialogue about spending and outcomes in your 
state? If so, how is it going? 

New York: What features are other states considering adding or 
modifying to their report cards?

Illinois: Will states display multiple years of school spending data? What 
is the best way to show trend data?



Chat
As we approach our GRADUATION…
should FiTWiG continue? If so, what 
should we cover? 

A. We completed our task. I’m out of here 
B. Now that we have data, let’s talk about USING it.
C. Next up: The role of the SEA in the current financial turmoil
D. Let’s focus on federal activity re funding (i.e. CARES/HEROES Act. SNS, RARs, etc)
E. Other topics?

Extra credit (EC): (yes/no): I would expand the network to other members of my SEA



Request for your most recent SLFS data!
What is the most recent year you participated in SLFS?

A. 16-17
B. 17-18
C. 18-19
D. None of the above, we don’t participate

If available, please send us your most recently completed SLFS data. 



Next FiTWiG meeting!
Can the data be used for school improvement? 

Next date: TBA

Marguerite Roza

mr1170@Georgetown.edu

Liz Ross

Elizabeth.Ross@Georgetown.edu

Share with your district leaders: 5 lessons we’ve learned to talk about finance and build trust: 
https://edunomicslab.org/communication/

mailto:mr1170@Georgetown.edu
mailto:Elizabeth.Ross@Georgetown.edu
https://edunomicslab.org/communication/
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